CHAPTER XXV

TRIPARTITE POLAND

which brought Poland to such an unworthy end were
due, at the very outset, to die thwarting of the generous
schemes of Alexander by the Congress of Vienna. Only
one-fourth of the Poles in Europe were included in the
experiment which the Czar finally tried; and the king-
dom so constituted was too small to bear the burdens
of an autonomous existence. It was disturbed and dis-
contented at the very beginning by its separation from
Lithuania, and only inflamed by the hopes held out of
that desirable but never accomplished federation. The
initial appointments were, to say the least, unfortunate;
some of them, as in the case of Novosiltsoff, were very
much worse than that. The newly formed kingdom was
pursued by misrepresentations and misconceptions; the
inducement to conspiracy was supplied by the separation
of the Poles under four systems of government. For
the errors that wrecked the last hopes of Polish national-
ism the Vienna Congress was deeply to blame, and a
liberal share of the blame must be apportioned to Great
Britain.
None of the Powers that guaranteed so solemnly the
autonomy of die Poles afterwards lifted a finger to pre-
vent the disaster that overtook them. Prussia and Austria
assisted in the work of suppression by every means in
282